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Every day of our last week at Hong Kong brought
some new development. On the iyth the McCul-
loch arrived; on the igth the ships were painted
war color; on the 2ist Washington cabled that war
had not yet been declared, but might be at any mo-
ment; on the 22d we were delighted by the sight of
the Baltimore steaming into the harbor; and on the
23d I received a letter from the acting Governor of
Hong Kong, Major-General Black, enclosing an of-
ficial promulgation of the war neutrality proclama-
tion, and requesting that our squadron should leave
the harbor not later than 4 P. M., April 25.

We had arranged to have a dock empty and
ready to receive the Baltimore immediately she ar-
rived, and the vitally important work of cleaning
and painting her under-water body was accomplished
before the expiration of the time limit set by the
governor. As a passenger on an incoming Pacific
Mail steamer came Commander B. P. Lamberton,
who had been detailed by the department to com-
mand the Boston. But Captain Frank Wildes, of
the Boston, was not the sort to give up his com-
mand on the eve of an engagement without a protest.

The matter was easily arranged to the satisfac-
tion of both by having Lamberton take up his duties
on the flag-ship as my chief of staff. Thus I secured
the aid of a most active and accomplished officer at a
time when there was positive need of his services; but
not until later did I realize how much I owed to theappui. The risks taken were enormous but
